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ideals, are in different stages of political, social, and
economic  development.   All  profess a  common
democratic faith,  though this is frequently the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.  All avow a common mistrust of
totalitarian theories, of whatever variety, imported
from the Old World.   But dictatorship remains,
particularly in those countries which have large
aboriginal populations, a recognized and respectable
form of government, though, different in kind from
the dictatorships of Europe, it is more and more a
dictatorship within limits. Even in Central America
(apart from tranquil and democratically inclined
Costa Rica) dictators prefer to have their power
'constitutionally' prolonged. Politics, in the Andean
Republics1 (except in Colombia, which claims, with
some justice, to be the most democratic of all Latin
American countries), is still the monopoly of a small
privileged group. Unhappy Paraguay has not yet re-
overed from a devastating war (1865-70) with Brazil,
Uruguay, and Argentina, in which two-thirds of her
people perished, still less from her conflict with
Bolivia (1932-5) in the 'Green Hell' of the Chaco;
and behind the political disorder which has charac-
terized Bolivia, Paraguay,  and Ecuador (though
Latin American 'revolutions' frequently resemble
European only in name) lie the solid facts of ignor-
ance and poverty, of social and economic distress.
Argentina, however, after a period of anarchy and
civil war and the ruthless dictatorship of Rosas,
attained her political unity and institutional organ-
ization in the decade before the American Civil War
(1861), and since then she has advanced with the
stride of a giant. With economic progress came also
the rise of labour and of a middle class to give
1 Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia.